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PM Habumuremyi urges policymakers to ensure nutritious foods to their people

PM Habumuremyi posing with participants after opening the conference

The Prime Minister Pierre Damien
Habumuremyi has called on policymakers on the African continent
to scale up their efforts in ensuring
nutritious foods to their people and
end malnutrition.
“Our time is now to scale up what
we know works to end malnutrition and hunger because we have
resources, tools and evidence at our
disposal,” the Premier pointed out.
“We owe it to our people to act in
smart and swift manners. We owe it
to the mothers of our future generation to enable them to meet the best
choices of their families. We owe it
to the hungry and malnourished to
end a reality that is entirely preventable. Our time is now and we must
simply do it.”
The Premier made the statement
while opening officially the second
Global Conference on Biofortification that brought together policy

makers, private sector operators,
farmer organizations, research
centers, members of academia
and NGOs from all corners of the
globe.
The conference, organized by Harvest Plus and hosted by the Government of Rwanda from March 31st,
2014 to April 02, 2014 at Serena
Hotel, Kigali, gathered about 300
high-level stakeholders from government, business and civil society.
The three-day consultation was held
on theme ‘Getting Nutritious Foods
to People.’
“My sincere hope over the next
three days is to have a robust and
candid discussion around what is
needed to integrate biofortified nutrient rich crops into efforts to fight
hunger and malnutrition and how we
can accelerate their impacts,” noted
the Prime Minister of Rwanda.
PM Habumuremyi noted that Rwan-

dans see biofortified nutrient rich
crops as one part of the country’s
comprehensive agricultural efforts
that complement other interventions.
The Minister of Agriculture and
Animal Resources (MINAGRI), Dr
Agnes Kalibata, said Rwanda has
been intensifying efforts in increasing nutritious foods crops to Rwandans. These include iron beans that
are widely grown in Rwanda. More
than 700,000 households representing one third of the population grow
the iron beans.
High yield iron beans is helping
tackle anemia in Rwanda, it has
been noted during the conference.
Howarth Bouis, the Director of
HarvestPlus, explained that they
decided to bring the Biofortification
conference to Rwanda because the
country has managed to spread iron
beans more widely than any other
country.
Nearly one in three people globally
suffers from a lack of essential vitamins and minerals such as vitamin
A, zinc and iron in the diet. This
condition – known as hidden hunger – increases the risk of stunting,
anemia, blindness, infectious diseases, and even death. Women and
children are especially vulnerable.
During the conference, participants
held discussions on the best approaches to avail nutritious foods to
people. They also had field trips to
get firsthand information on Rwanda’s experience.
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MINAGRI and partners sign MoU to scrutinize malnutrition issue

CIAT’s DG Ruben & PS T. Nsanganira signing MoU
Malnutrition cases in Rwanda
would be reduced significantly soon
as the ongoing survey defines root
causes and comes up with suitable
approaches to handle the issue,
stakeholders have committed.
The commitment was made on April
1, 2014 during the signing ceremony
of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between two leading
government ministries namely the
Ministry of Agriculture and Animal
Resources (MINAGRI) and Ministry of Health, and support partners
including CIAT, WHO, UNICEF,
WFP and FAO.
The MoU was inked at the sideline
of the ongoing second global conference on bio-fortification that is
taking place from 31st March to
02nd April, 2014 at Kigali Serena

Hotel.
Rwanda Agriculture Board (RAB)
and CIAT are the entities working
technically on the survey while other partners will also play a significant role all along the survey.
The study, with about 500,000 USD
budget, is targeting children under
24 months and women of reproductive age.
Though nutrition data indicate that
the country is committed to improve nutrition, the stakeholders
noted, but rate of malnutrition cases
among children is still high; hence
new interventions are needed.
According to Minister Dr Agnes
Kalibata, Rwanda managed to reduce malnutrition cases among
children under two-year old to 44%
from 74% in a very short time. She

however noted that the country, in
collaboration with partners, will
be able to get a significant impact
soon.
“We take nutrition in this country
very seriously,” the minister told the
stakeholders during a brief meeting.
The survey, scheduled from January
to November this year, will interview 2,736 households from 9 districts namely Rubavu, Ngororero,
Gakenke, Musanze, Kirehe, Nyagatare, Nyaruguru, Nyamagabe and
Gasabo.
During the survey, nutrition, market
and gender will be examined and
see how they are related with malnutrition at households, a CIAT official has noted.
The study, set to include assessment
of biochemical indicators of nutrition status, will help to understand
broadly the issue, identify best approaches in addressing the issue
while focusing on home-grown solutions.
CIAT’s Director General, Ruben
Echeverría, expressed his organization’s commitment and noted that
they will go on with nutrition activities even after this ongoing survey.
“This is just the beginning,” he
pointed out.
This survey examining malnutrition
status in Rwanda takes place in a
time that the country has launched
a 1000-day anti malnutrition campaign which kicked off in September last year.
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Nigerian Minister gives tips on making agriculture a business in Africa

Dr Adesina delivering his keynote address

For Africa to succeed in lifting millions of people out of poverty, it
should create a model of sharing
wealth and prosperity by focusing
on transforming its rural economies,
according to Nigeria’s Minister of
Agriculture and Rural Development, Dr. Akinwumi Adesina.
The Nigeria’s minister, who also
highlighted the disconnect between
rising global wealth and persistent
poverty - an underlying cause of
poor nutrition, was delivering his
keynote address during the just concluded global consultation on biofortification.
“People eat food, not GDP,” he emphasized in a rousing keynote address during the Global Consultation on Getting Nutritious Foods to
People.
Globally recognized for his efforts
in improving African agriculture
through innovative technology, Dr.
Adesina shared his views with participants on how malnutrition and

poverty can be ended in Africa.
In his keynote, the Nigerian minister
thanked the government of Rwanda
for having hosted the very important conference that took place in
the country for the first time on the
African continent.
“Your support for this important
conference is a testimony of your
exemplary leadership that President
Paul Kagame continues to demonstrate in matters affecting health and
welfare of good people of Rwanda,
and also in Africa,” he pointed out,
thanking Minister of Agriculture
and Animal Resources, Dr Agnes
Kalibata, for co-organizing and
hosting the conference
During the nearly half-hour address,
it was highlighted that while Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation has done
great job in reducing global poverty,
nearly 50% of the world population
still live below poverty line. And
Malnutrition is a cause of deaths of
about 45% of children under 5 years

old.
Malnutrition, especially lack of essential minerals and vitamins, noted
Dr Adesina, cause major challenges
on the African continent. It is estimated that 12 Africans die every
minute as a result of hunger and
malnutrition. Africa has the highest
prevalence of undernourishment in
the world while65% of arable land
in the world is in Africa. 80% of
stunted children in the world live
just in 14 countries, including 8 African countries.
“This is not a pretty picture at all!”
he pointed out. “For Africa to succeed in lifting millions of people out
of poverty it should create a model
of sharing wealth and prosperity, it
must focus on transforming its rural
economies. And the way to do this
is to transform agriculture. In other
words, we should make our rural
economies, the new wealth economies.”
According to the Nigerian minister,
a major reason for higher rural poverty and malnutrition in Africa is the
poor performance of agriculture in
Africa while it is the main source of
livelihoods for the majority of the
poor.
“To turn things around, we must
stop considering agriculture as a development program, but as a business,” he said.
Dr Adesina went on giving his suggestions on what can be done to
turn the current situation. His suggestions include building major
political will behind nutrient crops,
using political leaders as nutrient
champions. He also noted that Africa should focus on improving technology system delivery to farmers,
especially extension services to improve the knowledge of farmers on
nutrient crops.
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Multinational Food Company explores Rwanda’s opportunities

Min. A. Kalibata (C) posing with Nestle’s General Manager, S. Diop (R)

Officials from Nestlé, a Swiss-based
Multinational Food and Beverage
Company, were in the country this
week to explore investment opportunities.
Rwanda’s Minister of Agriculture
and Animal Resources (MINAGRI),
Dr Agnes Kalibata, and Dr Serigne
Gueve Diop, the General Manager
of Nestlé (Good Food, Good Life)
Africa, met on March 02, 2014 and
discussed available opportunities in
nutritious foods.
The business meeting meant to
explore how Rwanda’s nutritious
foods can be boosted was arranged
while the second global consultation
on biofortification was taking place
in Kigali. Both officials attended the
global consultation.

“We need to look at what Africans
are consuming,” Minister told the
entrepreneurs. “If you go around,
you will find that there are products
from European Union and Middle
East. That is what you, industry
people, should be working on.”
Nestlé officials also noted they will
be interested in producing environMinister Kalibata noted that Rwan- ment friendly stove cooking beans
da would be very interested in part- in a very short time and baby food
nering with company in the food among others.
industry and in that component of Both sides agreed that the way forresearch. She also suggested that ca- ward will be to jointly work on a
pacity building component be taken memorandum of understating that
will highlight core components of
into consideration.
the deal.
In terms opportunities, Minister
Kalibata reiterated that biofortification in Rwanda is a real one; noting
that Rwanda has demonstrated that
beans can be a real business.
Diop said their company will be
interested in a wide range of commodities including iron beans and
cereals. He mentioned that their investment would involve research in
a bid to develop fortified products
suitable for local and regional markets.

5
Biofortification conference closes with a lot of commitments

Min. A. Kalibata closing the global conference on biofortification

The second global consultation on
“Getting Nutritious Foods to People” on April 2, 2014 winded up
and participants called upon National government and donor communities to support the expansion of
existing crop varieties and continue
to support collection of evidence on
health and nutrition impact.
All participants also pledged to actively engage with all sectors in creating enabling and context-appropriate environments for the integration
of nutrient-rich crops into food and
nutrient security efforts.
They made the pledges after a vibrant exploration on how to increase
access to, and impact of, nutritious
crops globally and sharing of experiences from different countries.
While closing the conference, the
Minister of Agriculture and Animal Resources, Dr. Agnes Kalibata,
noted that the conference has been a
forum to discuss some solutions to
some the problems being faced.
“While we do not have all the answers, we do have sufficient evi-

dence of knowledge to build on the
work that has been done so far,” she
noted, pledging that biofortification
would be central to the Government
of Rwanda’s fight against malnutrition.
The minister said that the ministry
is responsible first and foremost
to promote the wellbeing and successes of farmers, and most of time,
women.
“Rwanda is well recognized for
creating policy environment that
is welcoming and supportive to
businesses,” she noted. “Our goal
in biofortification is to establish
our reputation as a global leader is
building similar policy environment
that support agriculture, health and
nutrition.”
We see biofortification as an important part of our comprehensive
agricultural effort, pointed out Minister Kalibata, adding that Rwanda
is deeply committed to integrating
other nutrient-rich varieties of crops
that are acceptable.
Before closing the 3-day event, there

was a Global Panel on Agriculture
and Food Systems for Nutrition that
hosted a discussion moderated by
Rachel Kyte, the World Bank Group
Vice President and Special Envoy
for Climate Change, which highlighted quality research, continued
investment, capacity building, gender sensitivity, and multi-stakeholder engagement as crucial factors for
achieving that goal.
The panel consisted of Dr. Akinwumi Adesina, Nigeria’s Minister
of Agriculture and Rural Development; Dr. Agnes Binagwaho, Rwanda’s Minister of Health; Ruben
Echeverria, the Director General of
the International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT); Jonathan
Shrier, the Special Representative
for Global Food Security at the US
State Department; and Tim Wheeler,
the Deputy Chief Scientific Advisor
at the UK Department for International Development (DfID).
HarvestPlus, which convened the
global consultation and hosted by
the Government of Rwanda, committed to demonstrating scale up
and cost-effectiveness in its nine
target countries. Dr. Bouis pledged
a third biofortification conference in
three years’ time to review progress
in getting nutritious foods to more
people around the world.
Howarth Bouis, the Director of HarvestPlus, thanked the government of
Rwanda for having hosted the very
important conference; that he said
has been “a very successful event.”
“We are confident that a momentum has been created in the effort to
develop and deliver nutritious food
crops to millions of people around
the world,” Bouis pointed out. “We
now have clear directions of where
we want to go.”

Agro inputs traders are aware on requirements for import and commercialization of seeds,
fertilizers and pesticides

Stakeholders involved in agro input products trading during a consultative meeting

The Ministry of Agriculture and
Animal Resources (MINAGRI)
through Directorate of Agriculture
and Livestock Inspection Services
has organized a consultative meeting with stakeholders involved in
importation and distribution of agro
input (seed, fertilizers and pesticides).
The meeting was held at LAPALISSE Nyandungu on the 4th April,
2014 and brought together representatives from the private sector
including representatives of agro
dealer cooperative Unions from all
agricultural zones, seed importers,
and public institutions such as delegates from National Police, Rwanda
Development Board (RDB), Rwanda Agriculture Board (RAB), MINAGRI, etc
The aim of the meeting was to increase awareness on Sanitary and

Phytosanitary standards and to develop a system of collaboration
among stakeholders involved in
agro input importation.
In her opening remarks, Beatrice
Uwumukiza, the Director General
of Agriculture and Livestock Inspection and Certification Services
emphasized on the importance of
complying with regulations in place
in order to protect the Rwandan territory from introduction of Quarantine pests and importation of illicit and counterfeit products which
can negatively affect human, plant
and animal health and the national
economy in general. The strong collaboration among stakeholders was
also stressed in order to increase the
regulate the trade of agro inputs
During this meeting participants
discussed on International regulations related to Sanitary and Phyto-

sanitary guidelines and standards;
Importation system of Seed and
other planting material in Rwanda;
and Agrochemical law governing
the manufacturing, import, distribution use, storage, sale, and disposal
of agrochemicals.
The meeting was successful, participants appreciated the idea of collaboration between the private sector
and the public institutions and the
suggested more awareness sessions
in all provinces.
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