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Coffee experts discussed on enhancing coffee quality

Top: Participants to the symposium on enhancing coffee quality & alleviating potato taste
defect

Bottom Left: Minister A. Kalibata delivering
her opening remarks

Coffee experts from the region and
beyond have come together in Kigali for a research symposium themed
“Research and Extension as a drive
to enhancing coffee quality and alleviating the potato taste defect in
the East Africa”.
The two-day symposium was officially opened by the Minister of
Agriculture and Animal resources,

Dr Agnes Kalibata, at Lemigo hotel
in Kigali on the 17th March 2014.
The conference was organized by
the Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Resources (MINAGRI) together
with the National Agricultural Export Development Board (NAEB),
Rwanda Agriculture Board (RAB)
and in partnership with, Rwanda
Development Board (RDB), Uni-

versity of Rwanda, Global Knowledge Initiative and Rogers family
coffee company.
Hon. Dr Agnes Kalibata told the
participants that it is not by accident that they all met in Kigali. The
Antestia bug is suspected to be responsible of the potato taste defect
(PTD) in coffee; thus the disease has
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no boundaries. The minister urged
the participants to try and identify
the really cause of the potato taste
defect.

was to find the possible solutions
for PTD that affects the quality of
Rwandan coffee since Rwanda’s
competitiveness on international
market is by exporting the good
Amb. George William Kayonga, the quality of fully washed coffee.
Director General of NAEB, thanked
everyone for honoring the invitation And this can be achieved by idenand said the symposium is going to tifying partners interested in workbe the learning opportunity for the ing towards alleviating the problem
participants about the PTD and the in coffee, establishing knowledge
possible solutions to eradicate it.
and information sharing platform
on research on PTD, initiating the
The main aim of the symposium development of projects for control-

ling PTD and mobilizing resources
for research and extension activities
to control PTD and other defects in
coffee, it has been established.
Participants to the symposium came
from different countries including
Kenya, Burundi, DR Congo, South
Africa, United Kingdom and United
States of America.

ARC to strengthen risk mitigation in Rwanda

Min A. Kalibata (R) posing with T. Alaskary

On the 19th March 2014, the Hon.
Minister Dr Agnes Kalibata met
with Tuga Alaskary, African Risk
Capacity (ARC) Representative
on strengthening partnership with
Rwanda. The meeting was the first
scoping mission to brief the Minister on ARC activities in Rwanda.

Union established to provide contingency financing to countries in the
event of disaster to enable a quick
timely and efficient response.

Africa Risk Capacity has a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with the Government of Rwanda
for capacity building services in acAfrican Risk Capacity (ARC) is a cess to Africa Risk View software,
Specialized Agency of the African software customization, contingen-

cy planning and risk finance education.
ARC plans to have a focal coordinator in the country to provide overall
supervision of the multi-disciplinary/interministerial program ranging from meteorology, agriculture
to finance expertise.
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World Bank mission conducts implementation progress of LWH/RSSP activities

Minister A. Kalibata meeting with the World Bank Mission

Staff of the World Bank have are in
Rwanda to evaluate implementation
progress of world Bank-financed
Land Husbandry, Water Harvesting,
and Hillside Irrigation (LWH)-Rural Sector Support Project (RSSP)
of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Animal Resources (MINAGRI).
The team includes experts in value
chains, agricultural economists and
irrigation engineers among others. The team met with Minister Dr
Agnes Kalibata on March 17, 2014
and discussed on the current status
of the partnership between the bank
and the ministry.
Valens Mwumvaneza, Rural Development Specialist at the World
Bank-Rwanda office, noted that the
mission, conducted twice a year,
will be looking at the implementa-

tion progress of both LWH&RSSP
activities.
According to Mwumvaneza, a lot
has been done between the last
mission and the current one. This
includes the approval of an additional fund totaling US 35 million,
the completion of Nyanza irrigation
dam installed with capacity to irrigate 471 ha, among others.
“This mission is going to be extremely important,” pointed out
Mwumvaneza, adding that they will
be looking at how to achieve targets
of the project and ensure its sustainability.
Minister Kalibata thanked the World
Bank for their support to boosting
Rwanda’s agriculture sector and
noted that “we have demonstrated
that we can deliver on time.”

The LWH-RSSP projects have been
one of the key factors in pulling
people out of poverty using agriculture productivity, and has been rated
by World Bank as a Highly Satisfactory project in Africa.
“It’s very important to keep this
spirit to work together and put our
team to do better,” said the minister,
thanking the team to have been able
to pull in extra resources.
Permanent Secretary, Tony Nsanganira, noted that it will be good to
interact with the team to exchange
ideas and pledged the ministry’s
full support in the activities meant
to transform agriculture sector.
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Efforts to streamline index insurance for Rwandan farmers underway

Minister Kalibata meeting with the Global Index Insurance Technical team

The Ministry of Agriculture and
Animal Resources (MINAGRI) is
committed to make more efficient
index insurance for Rwandan smallholder farmers as the country moves
to professionalize its agriculture
sector.
The Global Index Insurance Facility
Technical Assistance Scoping Mission World Bank on March 19th,
2014 met with Minister Dr Agnes
Kalibata and discussed on what
might be done to create a more supportive environment to agriculture
index insurance.

Peter Wrede, the World Bank’s Senior Insurance Specialist, Non-Bank
Financial Institutions, reiterated the
importance of index insurance to
farmers who intend to practice commercial-based farming.
“By bringing insurance to farmers,
they will be able to access inputs
and increase productivity,” Wrede
pointed out, noting that Rwanda is
one of the countries that have shown
best results so far.
Minister Kalibata thanked the mission for their work, and noted that
“it’s very urgent that we create the

supportive environment.”
Index-based insurance pays out on
the basis of agreed weather data,
such as rainfall as measured being
lower than an agreed level.
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FFS facilitators in west equipped with skills in crop management

FFS facilitators in western zone during a tranining on crop management

Rwanda Agriculture Board (RAB)
through Support to Strategic Plan
for Agricultural Transformation
(SPAT II) is embarking on Farmer
Field School (FFS) methodology
to increase farmer’s skills in crop
management, yield and quality of
produce.
To ensure that FFS works better and
reaches to big number of farmers,
FFS –Facilitator seems to be a driving tool.
In this regard, last week, 50 Farmer

Field School Facilitators on wheat
met in Mukamira Sector, Nyabihu
District, to harvest and compare
performance of various varieties
mainly Musama, Njoro2, EN161 &
EN48 and also assess the impact of
fertilizer rate on quantity and quality yield.
Talking to one of FFS-Facilitator he
stated that this has increased their
skills regarding to wheat crop management.
According to FFS-Master trainer

the purpose is to ensure that FFSFacilitators share what they have
learnt with FFS-group members and
consequently farmers in their locality will benefit from FFS approach.
SHYAKA Francis-WAZD

