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Farmers get cassava cuttings that are free from
viral disease

Ruhango farmers receiving cassava cuttings that are free from viral disease

The Ministry of Agriculture and
Animal Resources (MINAGRI) is
providing farmers with cassava cuttings that are free from viral diseases. The cuttings are imported from
Uganda.
The distribution of the cuttings was
officially kicked off on January 22,
2015 in Ruhango District, Southern
Province; an area that was heavily
ravaged by Cassava brown streak
virus disease (CBSD).

It is expected that 800,000 cassava
cuttings will be multiplied on 80 ha
in Ruhango, Nyanza and Kamonyi
districts, and will be planted during
the growing season 2016A. Seed
producers will multiply the cuttings
and distribute them among cassava
growers.
While officiating the event, the
State Minister for Agriculture, Tony
Nsanganira, urged the farmers to
take care of the seeds they got and
respect all preventive measures in

place to fight against diseases.
The farmers hailed the ministry for
providing them with the cuttings;
given that cassava is the main crop
that is widely grown in Southern
Province.
Eric Didier Karinganire/CICA
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Small Scale Irrigation Technology launched in
Bugesera District

Small Scale Irrigtion Technology facilities installed in Bugesera District

The State Minister for Agriculture
in the Ministry of Agriculture and
Animal Resources (MINAGRI),
Tony Nsanganira has officially
launched a new irrigation subsidy
scheme dubbed “Small Scale Irrigation Technology (SSIT)” in Bugesera district of Eastern Province.

The new technology costs $1,500
(about Rwf800, 000) per hectare
while the complex one costs between $10,000 and $15,000 (about
Rwf8 million) per hectare.

production.

In the Strategic Plan for Agricultural
Transformation (PSTA-III) strategy
as reflected in the national Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy (EDPRS-II) frameThe small scale irrigation is subsi- work, the government of Rwanda
dized up to 50%, though the subsidy has planned to develop 100,000ha
The new irrigation scheme, launched will vary depending on the farmer’s (private and public) commercial iron January 21, 2015 in Ntarama sec- status and profitability of the proj- rigated area in order to accelerate
agriculture growth.
tor, Bugesera district, is meant to in- ect.
crease farmers’ output by reducing
dependency on rain-fed farming.
Individual farmers, grouped com- Currently, Rwanda has developed
munities, special groups like youths, 31,000 Ha from 589,711 Ha with
The system includes ready to use Young Farmers Clubs & coopera- potential to be irrigated. Areas with
potential to be irrigated under Small
1ha, 5ha, and 10ha complete sprin- tives can apply for the subsidy.
Scale Irrigation Technology are eskler, drip and rain-gun kits with portable diesel/petrol pump-units and While launching the new irrigation timated at around 121,000 Ha.
pipes as well as rain-water harvest- scheme, the State Minister urged
ing through tanks (plastic and con- Bugesera farmers to take the own- Eric Didier Karinganire/CICA
crete), treadle pump and dam sheet ership of the new irrigation scheme
technologies.
in order increase their agricultural
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Nyagatare Livestock Watering System Works on
the right track

Livestock watering system works in Nyagatare District

staff from LISP met with all stakeholders; mainly farmer representatives, local authorities and Water and
Sanitation Corporation (WASAC).
The meeting was meant to share
information on watering system
pipelines works progress, propose
responsibilities for each the stakeThe watering pipelines, stretching holders in order to ensure the suson 287km in Nyagatare District, tainability of the facilities.
Eastern Province, will serve 967
farmers on 6,467 ha. The activities Fred Atuhe Sabiiti, the Mayor of
are supposed to be completed by Nyagatare District, expressed his
gratitude to the Ministry of Agrinext May.
culture and Animal Resources for
In a bid to plan for the sustainabil- providing the farmers with watering
ity of the livestock watering system system.
in the district, on January 21, 2015,
Livestock watering pipelines works
in Nyagatare District attain 77%.
The activities are being implemented by the Livestock Infrastructure
Support Project (LISP) of the Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Resources.

Participants also put in place a joint
team that will work closely with the
farmers and come up with a proposal on the suitable cost per water unit
within two weeks.
The Livestock watering system construction works in Nyagatare District started in February 2013. The
district leads with the highest number of cows in the country, followed
by Gatsibo and Kayonza districts in
the same province.
Valens NDATEBA /PAIRB
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Master of Science in Agribusiness Degree Program
launched at the University of Rwanda

Group photo during the launch of the Masters Program in Agribusiness

On January 23, 2015, the Master of
Science in Agribusiness Degree was
launched at the University of Rwanda
in Kigali. The gender-sensitive degree
program will enroll its first cohort of
students in February 2015.
The degree program was developed in
partnership with Michigan State University (MSU) with funding provided
by the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) through the
Women’s Leadership Program, implemented globally by Higher Education
for Development (HED).
The graduate program is prioritizing
accessibility to women and mid-career
professionals, and is incorporating extensive experiential learning opportunities for the students. The structure of

this program in particular will require
all students to partake in an internship
opportunity thus better preparing them
for leadership and entrepreneurial roles
in agriculture in Rwanda.
“Agriculture is vital to the people and
economy of Rwanda and many of those
involved in agriculture are women.
Their input to the business of agriculture is essential. It is also important
that agriculture adopts a modern business strategy because it is a business
and all those involved must learn the
relevant skills,” said Emeritus Professor
James McWhaVice Chancellor University of Rwanda. “This program brings
together all the components necessary
for a major development of the future
of the agriculture and food industries in
Rwanda.”

The Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Resources (MINAGRI), Innocent Musabyimana, welcomed the launch of the Master
Program in Agribusiness, noting that
it will boost professional farming, increase production and agricultural value chains.
“This is in line with the realization of
Economic Development and Poverty
Reduction Strategy (EDPRS II) priorities because we want to create the link
between markets and farmers and those
in the value chains. This increases income and farmers get out of poverty,”
he pointed out.
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Integration of Farmer Field School into Twigire Extension
Model kicks off

FFS facilitators and agronomists in a meeting

Rwanda Agriculture Board
(RAB) in cooperation with
support to SPATT II – PROGRAM2/MINAGRI is organizing
meetings at district level that are
designed to facilitate the integration of Farmer Field School (FFS)
facilitators into the Twigire Extension Model.
Launched last year, Twigire extension model aims at grouping farmers
into group of 15-20 members basing
on land consolidation at village level with the purpose of training them
to increase agricultural productivity, planning and field management
practices.
The ongoing meetings started on
January 20, 2015, in Gicumbi Dis-

With this model of extension incorporating farmer promoters and FFS
facilitators in its flow, agriculture
in Rwanda is going to see a faster
growth in production. This will be
achieved through best practices at
farm level brought about by farmer
Jean Claude Izamuhaye, the Divi- to farmer technology transfer, betsion Manager of RAB in northern ter land consolidation, and a host of
zone, emphasized on the role of other factors.
facilitators in Twigire Extension
Model; noting that the facilitators The second meeting was held in
should get better understanding and Gakenke district that brought toown the extension model.
gether 162 FFS facilitators and 21
local leaders. Other district meetThe official also pointed out that ings are slated to take place over the
there is need for a more efficient course of next week.
and rapid collaboration between the
facilitators and other stakeholders; Brian NEZA/ FFS T.A, RAB/
NAZD
mainly local leaders.
trict, Northern Province, bringing
together 129 FFS facilitators and
21 sector agronomists of the said
district. The district agronomist and
Rwanda Cooperative Agency representative also graced the meeting.
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Kayonza, Ngoma farmers unveil co-operatives

Cooperative leadership committee taking oath of office to lead members
Farmers in the Rural Sector Support Project (RSSP) intervention areas in Rwinkwavu have launched cooperatives that will
strengthen their production capacity.
Rwinkwavu site lies in the sectors of Murama and Kabarondo in Kayonza district and
as well as Remera and Kibungo in Ngoma
district.
The colourful event was presided over by
Dr Gerardine Mukeshimana, Minister of
Agriculture and Animal Resources together with Jolly Dusabe, Coordinator of LWH/
RSSP, Benoit Sikubwabo, Vice mayor in
charge of economic affairs Kayonza district, local leaders, police and army representatives in the area.
At the ceremony farmers donated 40 hybrid cows to Girinka programme. They had
saved money to buy cows for the disadvantaged families in the area.
The first beneficiaries of 40 cows are expected to donate the first off springs to other
vulnerable members in the community who
didn’t manage to get the cows at the start.
The two cooperatives one for Kayonza and
the other of Ngoma will empower the farming community and expand their economic
opportunity in the area.
Farmers formed a cooperative after being
organized in self help groups and zones and
as well as trained for a period of one year
so that they can form strong unions that
will sustain their production capacity. This
year farmers realized the importance of belonging to cooperatives and increased ownership which eventually prompted them to
form cooperatives.

The two cooperatives ‘Twishyirehamwe
dukoranumurava mw’Iterambere bahinzi
ba Kayonza’ (TWIDIKA) and ‘Koperative
Inzira y’Ubukire’ (KIU) for Ngoma seek to
lay a strong foundation of improving productivity and alleviation of poverty among
members.
Twidika is made up of 3727 members who
are organised in 201 associations distributed in 17 zones while KIU comprises of
1228, organized in 59 associations in 6
zones. Twidika members practice crop rotation on 1108 ha where they cultivate beans,
soy and maize, season by season while KIU
members cultivate on 302 ha.
Before RSSP intervention in the area, farmers in Rwinkwavu site lacked innovative
ideas and stuck to the traditional farming
systems that earned them little or no income. The area also experiences severe
drought which negatively impact crop production hence low yields.
But following the intervention of the project,
the situation on the ground is fast changing
for the better, with farmers already seeing
the benefits due to their change of farming
system.
Speaking at the launch, Minister Mukeshimana, urged farmers to engage in commercial agriculture in order to ensure household income and prosperity.
“Use the opportunity presented to you by
the project and focus on becoming successful and model farmers in the country. You
have been supported to manage your land
and taught better farming methods, it’s now
your turn to make it productive,” minister

told farmers.
She called on them to embrace government
programmes in order to get rid of household poverty.
The formation of the cooperative and the
election of the leadership committee were
done in a transparent manner and farmers
participated in the activity. The committee is composed of eight people both men
and women making up the president, vice
president, secretary and supervisors.
The cooperatives will focus on improving
farmer’s income from the marketplace,
maintain access to competitive credit, and
advise them on better and sustainable agricultural practices.
Telesphore Kagwisage, President of KIU
cooperative said: “We are so happy for the
government support because without it, the
cooperative wouldn’t have been formed.
This is an opportunity for us to lay strong
strategies that will see poverty eradicated
among our people,” he noted.
However Jean Jules Nsekarije, president of
TWIDIKA said that the project had put in
much effort to lift the people in the area out
poverty by enabling them to adopt sustainable agricultural practices. “Our land was
unproductive; we had abandoned most of
it. We have acquired proper land management with comprehensive land husbandry
technologies and this has helped us to
achieve good yields.”
Jolly Dusabe, Coordinator of LWH/RSSP
called on farmers to make use of cooperatives to boost their income and improve
livelihood. “This is a great opportunity for
you to work together as a team and advise
one another in ways that will transform
your lives for the better,” she told farmers.
Farmers in the area have registered an increased crop produce for instance beans
from 0.3 ton per hectare to 2 tons per hectare and have become suppliers of various
markets in the country which has lifted
them out of poverty.
“We should embrace better agriculture
practices in our area because if we don’t
we shall continue to wallow in hunger and
poverty. I promise to work closely with
farmers and the project to improve agriculture practices in Rwinkwavu,” said Sikubwabo, Vice mayor in charge of economic
affairs Kayonza district.
Frank Kanyesigye/LWH/RSSP

