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MINAGRI gears up for Rwanda CAADP meeting

of 6% every year.
Nsanganira noted that Rwanda’s allocation to agriculture sector currently stands at
more than 13% of the total national annual
budget – something he said has been very
fruitful. The annual agricultural growth in
Rwanda has been 5.6% over the last years.
“The target of the government through the
Second Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy is to have a 11.5%
average GDP growth per annum and in the
agriculture sector we are targeting a growth
of 8.5% compared to the current 5.6%. I am
confident that we will be able to achieve
this target,” Nsanganira said.

PS T. Nsanganira speaking to journalists during the press conference

The Ministry of Agriculture and Animal
Resources (MINAGRI) is set to host the
Comprehensive African Agriculture Development Program (CAADP) conference on
June 9-10, 2014, in Kigali.
CAADP is an African Union led initiative
in collaboration with New Partnership for
Africa’s Development that works to ensure
livelihoods through promotion of agriculture.
The Rwanda CAADP II High-Level Stakeholders Meeting will be attended by more
than 300 participants from all corners of
the continent and beyond and it will be
held under theme: “the Role of Agriculture
in the Fast Growing Rwandan Economy.”
The meeting will examine the role of
CAADP and its process in stimulating effective and sustainable poverty reduction,
economic growth and food security in
Rwanda and how the alignment of the sector investment plan can facilitate and accelerate the achievement of national as well as

sector development targets and Millennium
Development Goal I ( MDG I).
According to the Permanent Secretary in
MINAGRI, Tony Nsanganira, the meeting
will be a an opportunity to chart the way
forward in implementing the second cycle
of CAADP which is in line the Economic
Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy (EDPRS 2).
“This is really going to be a platform where
we are going to review achievements and
expect commitments from different stakeholders to achieve our targets,” the Permanent Secretary told journalists in a press
conference on Thursday May 29th, 2014,
adding that Rwanda is on top of very few
countries that have successfully completed
the first cycle of CAADP.
Established in 2003 under Maputo declaration, CAADP encourages African countries
to allocate at least 10% of their national annual budgets to agriculture sector in a bid
to ensure agricultural growth at the average

The official noted that Rwanda managed
to reduce poverty from 61% to 48% during
the first cycle of CAADP – lifting a million of Rwandans out of poverty. And the
agriculture is believed to have contributed
at least 35% to this achievement.
Thanks to enabling environment, Rwanda
has registered a significant increase of investments in agriculture sector over the last
decade. The Permanent Secretary said that
agricultural investment increased from 3
projects in 2000 to about 200 projects currently; fetching more than a half billion US
dollars of investment.
Specifically, the meeting will review
Rwanda’s Investment Plan for agricultural
transformation as a tool to mobilize the
necessary resources.
This would be an opportunity for all partners to articulate their respective value
addition and contribution to achieving the
country’s development goal. It is also an
opportunity for the government to mobile
private capital by aligning key deliverables
to unlocking private sector engagement.
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All set as MINAGRI prepares for the 9th agriculture exhibition

Agricultural show brings together exhibitors from different countries (File photo)

This year’s agricultural exhibition
scheduled on 5th-12th June, 2014
will feature a wide range of innovations and best practices that are
meant to increase productivity in
the Agriculture sector in Rwanda,
officials have revealed.
The 9th edition of the agricultural
show will be held under theme:
“Transforming Agriculture for
shared prosperity and improved
livelihoods.”
The Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Agriculture and Animal
Resources (MINAGRI), Tony Nsanganira, noted that the exhibition will
be a good occasion for participants
to share experiences on best agricultural practices, innovations and
enable them to forge partnerships in
businesses.
The Permanent Secretary made
the statements on May 29th, 2014
during a press conference that was
meant to provide members of the
press with updates on the progress

of the annual upcoming event.
Nsanganira said that the exhibition
will also feature some ICT-enabled
innovations that are likely to boost
the agricultural productivity. During the occasion, young people who
have succeeded in integrating ICT
into agriculture will also be awarded.
In collaboration with Land O’ Lakes,
the ministry will also launch a campaign dubbed “Shisha Wumva,” an
initiative that is meant to promote
milk consumption to 80 liters from
the current average of 40 liters consumed by individual Rwandan annually.
The agriculture show is an annual
platform that brings together farmers, financial institutions, private
companies and NGOs among others
in a bid to ease linkages between all
agricultural stakeholders, partners
involved in the development of Agriculture and livestock.

The exhibition is mainly organized
with goals of supporting linkage
between smallholder agri-business
with financial services and credit,
increasing awareness and access of
farmers to information on the financial products and services available
in the market and to all other Agricultural partners.
The platform also promote farming
as a viable investment for financial
institutions by providing space to
initiate deal-making arrangements
between farmers’ (organizations)
and financial service providers, encourage the development of financial services targeting farmers and
provide platform to buyers and producers of Agricultural products and
equipments.
The weeklong event will take place
at Mulindi ground show located in
Gasabo district.
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AfDB President commends Girinka program

Top: Dr Kaberuka and other officials visiting Girinka beneficiary; Bottom: (L) Kaberuka having a look at
cheese produced by Bigogwe MCC; (R) touring different services offered at the MCC

working towards development and I of western province.
can see that you are benefiting. Local activities are booming and social In the district, the AfDB president
life is improving,” noted Kaberuka. was welcomed by the Permanent
Secretary of the Ministry of AgriThe AfDB top official made the culture and Animal Resources (MIstatement on May 27th, 2014 while NAGRI), Tony Nsanganira.
visiting some beneficiaries of Girinka program and Milk Collection During the tour, Kaberuka visited
“I want to thank you for your hard Centers (MCCs) in Nyabihu district Bigogwe MCC which is installed
The president of the African Development Bank, Dr Donald Kaberuka,
has hailed different development
initiatives including One Cow per
Poor Family (Girinka) program and
Milk Collection Centers (MCCs)
system for their contribution in improving livelihoods of Rwandans.
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with capacity to accommodate 3,200
liters of milk per day. A farming cooperative that manages the facility
processes some quantity of the milk
into cheese, yogurt and supplies the
remaining quantity.

a bid to enable local people to take come,” another resident of Nyabihu
their produce to the market in good told the AfDB president.
quality.

Local residents thanked the African
Development Bank for the support
they have continued to receive and
“It’s clear that they (farmers) own for helping them to maximize the
something and they are able to meet profit from their milk.
their needs without depending on
anybody,” the bank president told Laurence Nyiramuhire, one of
journalists, noting that results are Girinka beneficiaries from Mukamira sector, told the AfDB deleverywhere to see.
egation that her live has improved
AfDB has been supporting both significantly thanks to a cow she got
Girinka program and construction through Girinka program.
of MCCs in Rwanda. The AfDB
President noted that they will keep “The girinka program allowed me
boosting their activities since results to drink milk while before I could
prove to be extremely effective in not afford it,” said the 67-year old
alleviating poverty and improving woman.
livelihoods of the beneficiaries.
“The project is very useful to us beIn addition, Kaberuka pledged the cause our children are very healthy.
bank’s support to improve feeder We drink milk and we’ve been able
roads and electricity in the area in to sell surplus of milk to generate in-

Implemented by Rwanda Agricultural Board (RAB), the objectives
of Giranka program include fighting against malnutrition through
milk consumption, increasing crop
productivity and increasing household incomes through surplus milk
sales.
Girinka has not only provided a solution to malnutrition but also has
promoted social cohesion through
passing on the first heifer to the next
poor family.
So far girinka program has distributed 45,120 heifers in west province and 3495 in Nyabihu district.
Since its inception in 2006, Girinka
has donated cows close to 200,000
Rwandan vulnerable families.

MINAGRI remembers former employees killed in the Genocide
Genocide against Tutsi.

1994

The ceremony brought together
staff of central MINAGRI, Rwanda
Agriculture Board (RAB), National
Agricultural Export Development
Board (NAEB) and projects. The
event was also attended by members of the parliament and survivors
whose relatives used to work with
MINAGRI and were killed in the
genocide.

Min Kalibata and Ps Nsanganira lighting Kwibuka flame

As part of the commemoration activities, the ministry’s staff visited
Nyanza Memorial site located in
Kicukiro district where they laid
wreaths on mass graves.

For the four time, staff of the Min- projects on May the 29th, 2014 came
istry of Agriculture and Animal Re- together to remember more than 500 While giving his remarks, the Persources (MINAGRI), agencies and colleagues who were killed in the
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manent Secretary in MINAGRI,
Tony Nsanganira, noted that the
ministry has put together information regarding more than 500 former
MINAGRI’s employees who were
killed in the genocide and wrote
a book titled “Intambwe nyuma
y’inzira y’inzitane.” The book also
reflects the ministry’s history before
the genocide, during the genocide
and activities that the ministry has
undertaken in the post genocide.
The Permanent Secretary noted that
the commemoration period is a time
to remember those who lost their
lives during the Genocide and to
comfort the survivors.

is a proof that we can write and tell
our own history.”
The event was also marked by
testimonies from children of MINAGRI’s former staff who were
killed in the Genocide and survivors
who used to work with the ministry
before the genocide.

survived the genocide,” said the
minister.
Minister Kalibata expressed the
ministry’s commitment to continue
supporting relatives of the victims.

She noted that MINAGRI has introduced a program where the ministry
In her speech, the Minister of Ag- will be supporting relatives of the
riculture and Animal Resources, Dr families that died during the genoAgnes Kalibata, thanked the partici- cide.
pants for joining to honor colleagues
who used to work for the ministry In the previous years, the ministry
that were killed in the genocide has donated cows to needy surviagainst the Tutsi.
vors. Its agencies have also been
According to the minister, the only supporting relatives whose memreason Rwanda is not a failed state bers of their families used to work
that it was supposed to be several with them; noting the example of
years ago is because a few people NAEB that has provided orphans
who survived, forgave.
with a house worth more than Frw
30 million.
“We have survived as a country,
we have survived as a nation, we “We will not be able to do it in one
have survived as people because a go, but we will do it wherever we
few people have decided to forgive can until we solve all problems that
and we are very grateful and I do we can solve,” the minister said.
not want anybody to ever take for
granted the value of the forgiveness
that we got from these people who

“What happened is a crime against
humanity; therefore, it’s a responsibility for all of us to remember
the innocent people who lost their
lives,” he pointed out.
The commemoration ceremony was
also attended by the Minister for
Public Service and Labor, Anastase
Murekezi, Senetor Bizimana Jean
Damascene, Hilary Mukamazimpaka, commissioner at the National
Commission for the Fight Against
Genocide (CNLG) and Egide
Nkuranga, the vice president of
IBUKA, the umbrella organization
for Genocide survivors.
All the officials hailed MINAGRI
for the outstanding organization
that the ministry has been showing
in commemoration activities over
the last four years. According to
the officials, this year has been very
special; given that MIANGRI has
unveiled a memorial stone on which
names of the victims are written and
the book that tells their history.
“By launching this book and unveiling this memorial stone, you’ve
really set a great example for other
ministries and institutions to follow,” Mukamazimpaka noted. “This MINAGRI staff laying wreaths at Nyanza memorial site
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Israeli internship proves fruitful for Rwandan students

HADASIA members touring irrigation facilities in Nyagatare

Rwandan students in agricultural
sciences who completed 11-month
internship last year in Israel are now
keen to use skills they acquired to
streamline horticulture industry in
Rwanda.
Yves Theoneste Murindangabo, one
of 15 students from the former Umutara Polytechnic University (UPU)
who benefited from the internship,
says that they have already formed
an association dubbed “HADASIA” (new)agropromoters for self
employment and innovation association.
According to Murindangabo, the association has plans to set up greenhouses and demonstration plots in
different parts of the country in a
bid to demonstrate best practices in
growing vegetables and fruits such
as mangoes, avocados, tomatoes,
peppers and onions among others.
“We’ve been visiting farmers and
providing them with on-farm advice,” pointed out Murindangabo.

In this regard, the representative
of the association says that last
Wednesday they visited Government
Funded Irrigation (GFI) scheme,
Nyagatare site and discussed with
the site managers on new collaboration meant to provide local farmers with best practices on the use of
irrigation facilities through Farmer
Field School (FFS) in the irrigation
scheme.
The 15-student association makes
part of 30 Rwandan students who
completed their 11-month internship
in Israel last year. They were sent to
Israel in collaboration with the International Center for Agricultural
Training (Agrostudies), the Ministry
of Agriculture & Animal Resources
(MINAGRI), former Umutara Polytechnic University (UPU), and the
former Higher Institute of Agriculture & Animal Husbandry (ISAEBUSOGO) (now campuses of University of Rwanda), for industrial
attachment focusing on agriculture,
especially horticulture.
Key national economic programs

such as Vision 2020 and the second
phase of Economic Development
and Poverty Reduction Strategy
(EDPRS2) emphasizes on increasing national exports to stimulate national economic growth and reduce
poverty.
The EDPRS2 envisages that national exports should increase by 28%
every year – and horticulture has
been identified as one of the potential areas that will help the country
to achieve the target.
Students who benefit from the Israeli internship learn theory and
participate in field practice. Daily
activities include repairing of damaged drip irrigation pipes, fruit harvesting, tree pruning, girdling, removing of suckers, herbicide and
pesticide spraying, and more. They
also learn valuable theory in pest
and disease management, irrigation,
post-harvest technology, soil conservation, and internationally accepted agriculture standards.
Apart from the 30 students who
completed the internship last year,
more than 120 other Rwandan students are pursuing similar internship program while a few more are
yet to go for the program.

UPCOMING EVENTS
The 9th AGRISHOW
When:5th-12th June, 2014
Venue:MULINDI Ground
Show, Gasabo-Kigali
Theme: “Transforming Agriculture

for shared prosperity and improved livelihoods”.
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PRICE/MINAGRI and the IFAD implementation support mission to discuss findings

Presentation and discussion of findings in NAEB premises

Effective from January 2012, the
Project for Rural InCome through
Exports (PRICE) hits almost its 2
years and half delivering. PRICE
has been set to support coffee, tea,
horticulture, sericulture and provide rural finance needed supports.
It operates under the Ministry of
Agriculture and Animal Resources
(MINAGRI).
Since May 19th to May 30th 2014
and following financing agreements
between the Government of Rwanda and the International Fund for
Agriculture Development (IFAD) ,
an IFAD team made of consultants
and IFAD cadres is in Rwanda to
link with project implementing
stakeholders to carry out the assessment of progress, put a loop on best
practices that need to actively be
strengthened, tailor the bottlenecks
that hinder the achievements of
objectives, propose solutions and
jointly seek ways to deliver with an
improved performance.
During its stay, the mission carried
out fields work in coffee plantation
areas, tea factories and plantation

eral of NAEB opened the session,
thanking the team for the work done.
He provided inputs to findings, aiming at making them implementable
with the focus on the impacts. Operations to be prioritized were also
discussed and agreed upon. On behalf of the management of the Single
Project Implementation Unit made
of IFAD funded projects, Mr. Janvier GASASIRA, the Coordinator
also commended the work done by
the mission team, highlighting that
the close collaboration between the
team, NAEB , PRICE ,MINAGRI
and other stakeholders has helped
to produce the aide memoire.
“We are here to make final points
and explore this draft report to make
it a tool for performance”, GASASIRA added.
Speaking on behalf of the IFAD
team as the team leader of the mission and the IFAD Country Program
Manager, Mr. Franicsco Pichon Javier highlighted 2 important things.
One being to see PRICE as an IFAD
program that came to supplement
IFAD operations in Rwanda to build
capacities to increase partnerships
in the business forum. Secondly, the
CPM requested the efforts of each
to make PRICE a success in creating changes in rural finance support
so that farmers are able to come on
board towards managing their part
of participation in agriculture investments, supported by IFAD.
Such mission is organized at annual
basis and next will be carried out
during foreseen Mid Term Review.

sites, visited Business Development
Fund (BDF) as PRICE partner running financial facilities, visited mulberry planted areas and discussed
with silk development involved
stakeholders.
The mission prioritized the following points: (i) Assessed the
overall progress in implementing
the activities planned in the respective components; (ii) Reviewed the
implementation status of last Implementation Support Mission’s recommendations; (iii) Assessed the
effectiveness of the credit scheme
for coffee and tea expansion and
discussed with MINAGRI officials
on the way forward, based on risks
identified and challenges faced by
key stakeholders; (iv) Reviewed the
implementation of the 2013/14 Annual Work Plan and Budget (AWPB)
and proposed key priority activities
to be considered in the next AWPB;
and (v) Reviewed the implementation arrangements established with By KARANGWA Viateur, the SPIU
NAEB, National Sericulture Center KM&CS
(NSC), BDF and the degree of their
functionality.
In the wrap up meeting, Emb. William KAYONGA, the Director Gen-

